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GIVING BACK: THE VILLAGE THAT URYADI BUILT
LIVING LEGEND: THE WORLD of MEMO GRACIDA +« CYSI: LOVELY LOGIC




ON the cOVET

IT WAS A MOMEMT THAT SHOW JUMPING FANS
WILL REMEMBER FOR A LONG TIME. A BEAUTIFUL,
POWERFUL GREY MARE GALLOPING TO A GIGANTIC
OXER ON THE RAIL, STRETCHING TO CLEAR IT
BEFORE STREAMING THROUGH THE TIMERS. AND,
A RIDER IN A PINQUE COAT, PUNCHING THE AIR,
LETTING EMOTIONS TAKE OVER IN THE KNOWLEDGE
THAT HE HAD SECURED THE TEAM GOLD MEDAL.
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As any Envernasionsl show
jumpinyg team member will pell
you, victory b schieved ene diy
cne pound at 3 fime

four faults {the £
ever fiailied 31 the open waser)
and Stemiicht and Crivtalline

st time they

PP ——
single time fuul.

Ath s a

Sternlicht noted that afier petting the
Batmerilics out of the way on the finst day b

senarned to the ring ready o contribure.

1 think this Nations Cup format is really
where we thrive,” the sid. 1 really thought
shous raking every fonce ome 32 8 tme, 1
think that’s where my time falt came, bt [
. more focased on jumping 3 clear sound
because thar was what our peum needed™

Hrau had 3 maose dippointiag day 1o
provide the drop score with eight fauls
due to two dight mubs on course, The
shaw jumpirg gods just weren's with us
she conceded,

Like his stadent Ssernbcht, Wand added just
e time B s b Bndnidial and the eam
scoees with Clinu, and the LS, smproved
their standing to the siver-medal porision

ith 1250 penaliics geing into Frideys
finul competition. Sweden stood on 20,59
peaalsies, sill g in the backgrousd.

With temperanares in the % 104 high
umidity, the workd’ top hones and ridery
ensried for their thisd comecutive dey of

T all came down po Ward snd Clint
Sweden had an atonishing theee clear
munds from ther first thiee riden to
remain on 20.59 penaltics, The US, had
16.59 penalties, 30 when Clints deopped a
il early on course, it pus them into 2 tie
and forced 2 jump-off fos the gold medal.

“Jizacaly, | thoughs, You have to bring i
‘home with four Buln,” rocalled Wand afber
the £l camse downs, "] knew tht we didat

‘ave the huaury of my being the doop scane in
hat monsees. The mare had the fnce down

ofthe couric wa el shead of me. | knew |
1o just dhig in 2nd Frake re | didert have
a s fasl, bring it howme on the four Sul,
and give s 2 socond chunce™

The second chance came in the jump-off,
i which all four riden from. cach team
returned to jusmp 3 shostened course. 13
the saill remuained after the jump-of the

would determine the godd medal.

The here was electric and filled

From the origing v Ew of 25 pasioss,
only the top 10 trams in the sanding were
Emvited back 1o comtest Fradays team fimal.

Searting ot the day’s competitian, Ryan
and Eddse Blue completed their fint nound
e dry wich 3 Souz-fult performance,
ernlicht and Cristalline abo had four

. while Kraut and Zeremoate scosnd
an all-impastant cleas round.

1 lencw f'we weee 3 dunter of [Sweden wanl,

fa jampeofl] woulkdnt apphy” rememnbered
Biland," Wi wew shem clesr amd dlesr and
clear; | knew thut this was irarinent | knew
e wene in position o do what we had to
o | was pey comvinoed that Melsin' ride
would desermane if we tied or won outright*
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‘with anticipation as Ryan and Eddie Blue
entesed the arens for the jump-of. They
posted a score of rero faults to match
Swediih pashfinder von Eckeratann on
Tovels Mazy Lou. However, Ridhnd hud
et @ very clear stratogy for Ryan' ride.

1 told Devin to go in there 1o manch the
clean, but phus swo [seconds])” he wid “Devin
i, "Pve mever done th before! | old him
10 be rw secands alower but to keave the
jumps ip and that’ what be dad We needed
thuat soursd 50 ek, He wan cleas and 1,89
seconds behind. [Henrik]. | joked with him

a b walkedd ous that he went roo sl It
woeked out the way we wans

Adierwasd, Ryss scknowledged the incredible
year be hus hd leading up to WEG.

“A ot b changed over the
= paz 12 moribs for me uid
Ryan, who was alo runner-
up én the 2018 Longines FEL
Waeld Cup™ Jumpisg Final
Eddsc B, "It wan iy
Dreakibwouagh year, I've Boen
working ary way up the arks,
g 3 businew, brisging
young hones, and ity
lly paid off 3 bie. e
leazned 3 Jot shis week Ieh my
Rt real eharpeoeiip and this
year is the fint year I've actually been on 2
team. This wat § Nasiors Cup The

all of these guys. |
prodiace that clean mound for the jump-of

With thas all-imporunt chesr round.
Ridland knew he could count on his
g rident ta equal fauln and muke
and thar’s exacdly whar they did

, equiling the fous-fault

performance of Malin Barysrd-Johmon
and H&EM Indiana, Kraut and Zeremonie

after 3 elear round
from Fredrik Jomuon and Cold Pl

“Laura was able 1o go <lean and make up
the gap fin time] and it left the door open
for Meluin" 1id Ridlasd.

Crace sgain, it a1l came down o Wand

and Chinta. After Sweden's arschor, Peder
Fredricson and H&M Chrivtian K, were
clear in 34,43 secomds, Wand kaew whag
bt had bo accomplish. He piloted Clinta to
& manserfel cleas round in the fnen
of the duy, 32.58 seconds, to win 3 historic
pald medal for the Undted States. It was

the firsz teamn gold medal for the US.ia

a world championship since they won in
E966. While falts wepe equall between the
LIS, apd Sweden, the cumulitive tmes were
VOUL6T secomds for the LS. and 102.73
seconds for Sweden.

time

Geermmany claimed the bronze medal, whil
the team’s tsew supenitarn, Simone Blem
riding D3P Alice, gribbed goid on the
iy after jumping five astonishing
s theouph the week. After
an agonizing fourth in the team
competition, Switscitand picked up o
dividual medals with 26-year—old Martin
Fuchs riding Clooney winning silver,
while his life-long fiiend, Steve Guendar,
took bronre on Bianca.




A Wird galloped through the finish tmen
in the team jump-off, e looked a1 the
seoacbaun bc‘mc throwing his fis in the

bringing ber down
de then raised his hands together
£ the sky and contnued to pat her & they
exited the ting to the desfening cheers
Erom the stands.

When asked who or what he thought of in
those kit maments of the jamp-off, Wind
said, "First and foremont ey father, thways,
1 wouldn't be there if it weren’t for him. 1
definisely thought of Hunter [Harrisom],
He would have loved that. It was 2 line b
of 3 sad smarion hat Azur go by
was the plan all along and it was 2 wish of
- But ene of the gresteit things
about Fluster was that ke wanted me to be
miccenful, whether it wa with his bone of
mot. | knew ke would have Been proud of
that moiment. Yoo abways think about what
ehe hore b given and e ehings thy
Bave to come together oo get there, That
wias, for M, 3 Protty dmiaing men
wway 2 bot of yeass in the making™

Ridlundd effined, " The amazing thing was,
st osly did the spoet end up with 3 jump-
off, which was so highly unikely it was 2
p-off o the ages. It wia 3 hesvyverd
championship fight to the end. Nobody
was giviag up We manched them hons 1o
Bome and rider 1o rider Thiv is ous sportar
s bt Tt wan amazing to wanch.”

Speaking afterward theough her “tears of joy”
Sacrrdichs expeened, "1 really, really, really
o't wans to wake up from this dreame |
beve thin hone so much. MeLain is the mens
Hevable mensor foc me and sch an
portant pass of my life. For me, it been a
g vy o s, P
ratefiil that Robere crused me 1o be 2 past
of this tram. To be with Laura and Melain

Ervahissble expesicnce. | ean ol row frot
chis and I'm 5o grasedf for this opport

Krant reminitced of her last team gold
sedal-winmisg per
Beising Olympic Games, which was aba

WUnized States in front of 2 home crowd

made 1% even sose special,

*It way amazing sport, | don't think we'll
e e womething like this again” ihe
'hmk\ o everyome here jl‘d our

Ax ey ae, ity great! 1'm godng o brag: 1
think we have the bewt spport systems in
the world, for sure. The vt of people that
ase smaleing this happen for v is endlew
They do everything to make our job a
cany 3 ponible and ll-n e dneredible. |
il can’t believe ie”

Ward, who was ho 3 pazt of the jump-off
in 2008, noted, "I think the fict that [was
the anchor this year, and that | had Bown
it in the fnt round by not junsping a clear
mound, 1 kind of remember pulling up

1nd Joaking 2round in my home country
sewt this ap twice in

of tha ring *There was a ot of presure.
The chances thay were wken oa usdent
{Adrienns), and Robert believing in my
program, | &t 2 Jot of rapocnibility for
thas, and keew | needed o Bnnd the job”

He sdded, ™ This is what's gress abowt
America; many different pervonabitis, many
differens people, trying to be great, Gghtin
trying to be their absolute bewt, In the end,
1'm 30 proud of thas and to be American
vokey, This & wruly whe we are™

e 50 be a greas week for the LS.
all Sz riders Gindibing in the
wp 16 individually.

The US team smsepized to capitalize on
its strergths. all week. The two veteram
mentored the two roelien, and all four riden
even shared 3 house in the Nosth Carolina
mounsias throughout the chamgpiombip,

“We were shle to really help the riden
out in this home country soenario,” wid
Ridland. “Being the home team, o we
found d out eight yeant g0 [as :hc 21):0

advantage
and divrsetions: =
ess. The mensal aspect
af ouz iport it 6 tremendous.”

5 LIS, ceam had greas
camaraderie, sided by Ridland’s leaderchip,
support team, &nd by the US Equestrian
vexm and h nping munsging directon,
Lizzy Chewon. Afier winining gold, Ridlind
Yooked back at the hisory of the world
champiankips for show jumping and
discovered ehae o team Rud ever won the
wtle o5 boane nurf, o

s was appazeet tha

*Talk sbous history being mad
said, “That s one of the most hivtorical

D —







